THE FIRST VISIT TO THE VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM 1/7/2011

Japanese Enamels: The Seven Treasures
Display: Combining gems from the V&A's collection with the Edwin Davies Gift of cloisonné enamels, this display presents a rounded picture of one of Japan’s most exquisite art forms. View over 120 objects dating from the late 17th to the 20th century.  14 June-19 August 2011

The V&A collection illustrates the renaissance of Japanese enamelling in the 1840s, the experimental works of the 1850s and 1860s, the rise of master artists such as Hayashi Kodenji, Namikawa Yasuyuki of Kyoto and Namikawa Sosuke of Tokyo and the output of the creative, innovative and prolific Ando Cloisonné Company of Nagoya. Mr Edwin Davies, a benefactor of the V&A and Trustee, donated a fine collection of Japanese cloisonné enamels to the Museum in January 2011. These date predominantly from the Golden Age of Japanese enameling, c.1880-1910, when artistic and technological sophistication reached a peak. The V&A now holds the largest and most comprehensive collection of Japanese cloisonné enamels in any world museum outside the USA.

‘There are two distinct qualities or types expressed in Japanese art: one suggesting endless patience in the execution of minute detail, the other denoting a momentary conception of some fleeting idea carried out with boldness and freedom of expression in form and line – profuse complexity and extreme simplicity… the work on Japanese cloisonné ware generally exhibits the quality suggestive of unwearying labour and patience.’ (Harada 1911, p.271)
The characters used for Shippo, the Japanese term for enamels, are a reference to the Seven Treasures mentioned in Buddhist texts. The Japanese applied this term to the rich colours found on Chinese enamels and to those made later in Japan.  The art of cloisonné enameling was, from the late 1850s, one of Japan’s most successful forms of manufacture. The peak of artistic and technological sophistication was between 1880 and 1910, a period referred to as the ‘Golden Age’, and a time when the taste for Japan in the West was at its height and museums were avidly acquiring from dealers and international exhibitions.
The combining of the V&A’s historical collection (including examples acquired at the Paris International Exposition of 1867, the earliest documented cloisonné enamels in any world collection) with the recent generous gift of cloisonné enamels from Mr Edwin Davies, OBE, now enables the V&A to present a rounded picture of one of Japan’s most exquisite art forms in an exhibition that will be held in the Japanese Gallery from 14 June 2011 - 19 August 2012.
The exhibition focuses on enamels from their early use as architectural fittings, through elegant inlaid metalwork of the late 17th century and into the Golden Age and the 20th century.  It includes objects from the renaissance of Japanese enameling in the 1840s; the experimental works of the 1850s and 1860s and the rise of master artists such as Hayashi Kodenji, Namikawa Yasuyuki of Kyoto, Namikawa Sosuke of Tokyo and the output of the creative, innovative and prolific Ando Cloisonné Company of Nagoya.
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To Pro Art Club Members 

I was so happy last Friday to see you all at our first meeting and visit to V&A – to the exquisite Japanese cloisonné enamel collection, which will be displayed only for a short time, until mid of August.

I am especially grateful to you for expressing your interest in proposed programme and for your active participation in suggesting our new events. I hope that there will be many opportunities in which we would be able to expand our knowledge and enjoy in pleasing activities for all our members.

As a result of this encouraging meeting, we decided to issue Pro Art Club membership cards and to acknowledge your loyalty with special offers to members only. 

PROGRAMME  FOR JULY

1. SHORT NOTICE – 7 JULY : There is an opportunity for our members to join in an event at the  Bolivar Hall for the presentation of Venezuelan Tourist board. It’s a book about the Natural Wonders and I am invited to join the reception afterwards, with food and music, which will include those interested to go. This invitation is free of charge, and please confirm with me who would like to go. For further details see below. MEMBERS ONLY

2. The British Museum – 22 JULY- Our next museum visit we planned for Friday, 22nd July at 6.30pm, meeting at the main entrance hall, to visit the exhibition of jewellery and dresses from the Balkans. In this exhibition curators draw comparison with jewellery from Oman, it is exhibited in the next room, which holds many similarities with each other and it looks like that they inherited the same historical background. There are interesting objects, which we shall explore and try to find analogous in some other cultures. 

There are also three free talks during a day by the curator Judy Rudoe, see below:

Saturday 9 July
13.15
Balkan jewellery and dress:

traditions and ceremony

Gallery talk
Free

Tuesday 16 August
13.15
Balkan traditional jewellery

and its place in daily life

Gallery talk
Free

Saturday 3 September
13.15
Balkan jewellery and dress:

traditions and ceremony

Gallery talk
Free





14.30-15.00
Embroidered harmonies – 

Bulgarian choral music

Performance
Free
After this visit, of about one hour, we shall go for a drink at one of the nearby pubs.  This visit is free of charge for the members, or £5 for non-members.

Please read some information about the exhibition, which I enclosed below. 

Exploring Venezuela: A Land of Natural Wonders in words, sounds and pictures 
 
In this illustrated talk, Russell  Maddicks, the author of the Bradt Guide to Venezuela will highlight some of the most fascinating areas of Venezuela to visit and what you can expect to see and do. 

Drawing on his experience of adventuring in Venezuela for more than 20 years, the author will take you to:

* The "Lost World" mountain of Roraima and the unique ecosystem of its summit

* The unique thunder less lightning phenomenon in the south of Lake Maraca Ibo known as Catatumbo Lightning

* The magical mountain of Sorte where devotees of Maria Lionza practice a syncretic religion unique to the country

* The record-breaking and awe-inspiring waterfall of Angel Falls, known as Kerepacupai-meru to the local Pemon people. 

One of the 17 most megadiverse countries in the world, Venezuela is home to Caribbean beaches, dense rainforests, high Andean valleys, mysterious table-top tepui mountains, and seasonally-flooded plains that are literally teeming with birds, beasts and creepy-crawlies. 

From the anacondas, capybaras and crocodiles of Los Llanos, to the jaguars, monkeys and tarantulas of the jungle, a well-planned trip to this fascinating country can reap rich rewards for wildlife watchers. 

Venezuela is also alive with the sound of folk music, from the Afro-Venezuelan tambores of the coast, to the harp-driven Joropo songs of Los Llanos and during his talk the author will present several examples of the music to be found in the regions he discusses. 

There will be a live group performing traditional folk music, an opportunity to sample some of Venezuela's excellent local rum and Gillian Howe of Geodyssey - a tailor-made travel company specializing in organized trips to Venezuela - will be on hand to offer her own expert tips and advice on traveling in Venezuela.

 The book presentation by Russell Maddicks on tourism will be followed by a lively reception on Venezuelan music and food.
	Thurs 7th July 2011, 7.30pm Free
Bolívar Hall

54 Grafton Way

London

W1T 5DL

 
The nearest tubes: Goodge Street, Warren Street 
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Traditional jewellery  and dress  from the Balkans

CLOSING DATE  - 18 September 2011          THE BRITISH MUSEUM
This display complements the silver jewellery from Oman on display in Room 2 by looking at European societies where dress and jewellery play a similar role, as indicators of identity and protection for the wearer. The objects date from the late 19th and early 20th centuries and come from the countries of the former Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Albania and northern Greece.

Jewellery worn by rural, often wealthy, communities and was a crucial part of the lavish and complicated costumes worn as bridal outfits, for festive occasions, for dancing, and for daily wear. Balkan jewellery was made professionally in a small number of centres, resulting in a similarity of types and designs across the whole area: colossal clasps, head ornaments hung with clusters of rustling pendants, or chains strung with coins and pinned across the body, to mark rites of passage, protect from evil spirits and to create a jangling accompaniment to music when dancing.

By contrast, the textiles were made locally, varying distinctly from village to village, so that the wearer’s origin was immediately recognisable. The Balkan region is mountainous and, before the creation of roads, communications were extremely difficult. Settlements were isolated, encouraging the survival of traditional customs. One of the highlights of the display is a pair of complete early 20th-century wedding costumes with jewellery for a bridal couple from Galičnik, a village in the mountainous region of south-west Macedonia (the former Yugoslav Republic).

The Museum has an outstanding collection of textiles and jewellery from the Balkans. Edith Durham, champion of Albania, gave pieces in 1914. The Bulgarian government made a large gift in 1971, and since then many pieced have been acquired from collectors who had lived or worked in the Balkans in the late 1960s and early 1970s, a number of whom were members of folklore groups and bought complete costumes, often with accompanying jewellery, to be as true as possible  to the spirit of the dance and the styles of the different regions.
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Serbia, silver embroidered waistcoat, 1920-30                           Bulgaria, necklace, 19-20c.

The British Museum – 22 JULY- Our next museum visit we planned for Friday, 22nd July at 6.30pm, meeting at the main entrance hall, to visit the exhibition of jewellery and dresses from the Balkans. In this exhibition curators draw comparison with jewellery from Oman, it is exhibited in the next room, which holds many similarities with each other and it looks like that they inherited the same historical background. There are interesting objects, which we shall explore and try to find analogous in some other cultures. 

There are also three free talks during a day by the curator Judy Rudoe, see below:

Tuesday 16 August
13.15
Balkan traditional jewellery

and its place in daily life

Gallery talk
Free

Saturday 3 September
13.15
Balkan jewellery and dress:

traditions and ceremony

Gallery talk
Free





14.30-15.00
Embroidered harmonies – 

Bulgarian choral music

Performance
Free
Special  invitation:  13/9/2011 Purcell Room, 7.30pm 
South Bank Centre, Queen Elizabeth Hall

Her playing is an overwhelming whirl of intelligent and deeply controlled sounds led by an outstanding technique a transcendental and volcanic temperament, Clara Rodriguez: a name to remember. INTERMEZZO, Paris 

Clara is considered to be one of Today’s Top Concert Pianists. www.pianowomen.com
Clara Rodriguez is an excellent pianist with vitality, clean technique and command of tonal nuance who projects this music as persuasively  as possible.  GRAMOPHONE, London

All of what Clara Rodriguez played to a full Wigmore Hall was marked by the sheer beauty of her tone. Max Harrison
Resident in London since the age of seventeen, Venezuelan born pianist Clara Rodriguez has played highly acclaimed solo recitals and concertos around the world. Her career has also included much radio and TV broadcasts, from the BBC and London’s Classic FM to stations in North America, Europe, South America, Australia, China and the Far East.  Clara Rodriguez began her piano studies in Caracas, at the Conservatorio Juan Jose Landaeta and after winning a scholarship from the Venezuelan Arts Council, she trained at the Royal College of Music of London. Clara Rodriguez is a piano professor at the JD of The Royal College of Music of London, Her pupils have often won piano scholarships to study in renowned public schools in the UK. 
She has been instrumental in making an important impact in the music scene by taking Venezuelan, Cuban, Brazilian, Argentinean and Spanish composers to audiences around the globe.    

 http://www.clararodriguez.com 

PROGRAMME  FOR SEPTEMBER

1. SHORT NOTICE – 7 SEPTEMBER : URGENT!

Exhibition and Concert at the Italian Institute in London
There is an opportunity for three our members to join in two related events at the Italian Cultural Institute: Flavio de Marco’s Synecdoche Vedute exhibition which opens at the Italian Cultural Institute on Wednesday 7th September, and the related Synesthesia music event on Thursday 15th. Both events start at 7.00 PM. 

The British opening of Flavio de Marco’s Synecdoche Vedute exhibition in collaboration with Collezione Maramotti. Flavio de Marco is the Berlin-based Italian artist showing a new series of challenging works on the theme of city views, including an entire cycle of works dedicated to London. They will be on display until 7th October.

 On Thursday 15 SEPTEMBER there will be a very special one-off event – Synesthesia with electronica maestro and soundtrack composer Teho Teardo (http://bit.ly/nO8OUr) and cellist Martina Bertoni in concert, alongside readings from successful cult writer and novelist Paolo Nori – all especially created for the Synecdoche Vedute exhibition. This promises to be a unique occasion. This invitation is free of charge, and please confirm with me who would like to go. For further details see below. MEMBERS ONLY

Italian Cultural Institute

39 Belgrave Square

London SW1X 8NX

2. SUNDAY, 11 SEPTEMBER – THE COURTAULD INSTITUTE OF ART

TOULOUSE LAUTREC EXHIBITION - 11.30AM -1PM 

The Courtauld Institute of Art, Somerset House Strand  London WC2R 0RN
Lunch after the exhibition is optional

Jane Avril, the dancer, was one of the stars of the Moulin Rouge in the 1890s.  Known for her alluring style and exotic persona, her fame was assured by a series of dazzlingly inventive posters designed by the artist Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec. Jane Avril became an emblematic figure in Lautrec’s world of dancers, cabaret singers, musicians and prostitutes. She was also a close friend of the artist and he painted a series of striking portraits of her. These go beyond Toulouse-Lautrec's exuberant poster images of the start performer and give a more private account of Avril captured off-stage.  

This landmark exhibition is the first to celebrate this remarkable creative partnership which has to come to define the world of the Moulin Rouge. Bringing together Toulouse-Lautrec's most famous paintings, posters and prints from international collections, it captures the excitement and spectacle of bohemian Paris in the 1890s.
3.  REMINDER!!! – CLARA RODRIGUEZ CONCERT  -  URGENT!!!

13/9/2011 Purcell Room,  SOUTH BANK CENTRE, 7.30pm

I need urgently the names of those who would like to come, the last day to confirm your attendance is Thursday 8 September. 

4. ATTENTION HISTORY LOVERS: 15 SEPTEMBER – THE BRAZILIAN EMBASSY-  14-16 COCKSPUR STREET, LONDON SW1Y 5BL AT 6.30 PM

The Empire Adrift: The Portuguese Court in Rio de Janeiro 1808-1821, illustrated talk by Patrick Wilken

Patrick Wilken will talk about the significance of this event on both countries and wider understanding of European Imperial history, which had been changed with new world orders and economic transformations. He will also talk about the reaction on his book in Portugal and Brazil. Patrick Wilken studied anthropology and Latin American Studies at London University and worked for Amnesty international. His latest book is Claude Levi-Strauss: the poet in the laboratory, a biography of the French anthropologist who did fieldwork in Brazil and died recently.

Tickets: £15 including wine reception

5. STEFAN CIRIC - SERBIAN PIANIST –YOUNG AND EXTREMLY TALENTED MUSICIAN - 
a charity concert

16th September 2011, 7:30 PM 
Tickets £15 Box office, 08444 771000 
St Paul’s Church, Covent Garden, 1 Bedford St, WC2E 9ED 
Promoter & Organiser ADA ART Charlie Nikolic 
Please see the attachments
